
Friday, March 8, 2013
Conferences are March 25-26 – more information will be coming soon!  Mark your calendar!
~Carnival is next Friday, March 15 (6-8:30 PM)– each grade level is putting together a basket to be sold at the silent auction during the carnival.  Our theme is MSU/UM tailgate items – we can use more items! This is a fundraiser for the PTC.
Mr. Sobesky’s Subjects: 
MATH:   Mrs. Nickels and I went to a Math In-service Tuesday afternoon where we learned about a really nice online Math program at Thinkingblocks.com .  Students have practiced in class with it on Netbooks, and in the Lab, and I think they really like it. If you have internet access at home ask your child to demo it for you. They can practice sample Math problems in Fractions and each of the 4 operations as well as Decimals and money. I find it valuable and creatively clever.  

SCIENCE:   Students are continuing toward completion of a Solar System Poster and learning many new facts besides. (Are you asking them for facts about the planets?) They have been reading and writing about things found in our part of the Galaxy, too. Quiz them about what they've learned.
Mrs. Nickels’ Notes:
SPELLING – The March list is attached.  First test will be Thursday, March 21st and final test will be March 28th.
READING – WEEKLY READING CONTRACTS are due every Monday.   
 WEEKLY READING CONTRACT is attached. 
We are still working on comprehension skills.  We have been reading the book Who is Harriet Tubman?  Ask your child what they know about her and her life.
WRITING – We are writing poetry!
SOCIAL STUDIES – We are studying economics for the rest of the year throughout our studies of the regions.  We learned about goods, services, wants, and needs.  Ask your child about The Tortilla Factory and what that has to do with economics!  Do they like corn tortillas?
FIELD TRIPS AND SPECIAL FOURTH GRADE EVENTS
~Carnival – Friday, March 15 – 6-8:30 PM
~Conferences – March 25-26

~Spring Break is Thursday, March 28 (at 12:03 PM) – April 7

~Science Fair – May ? (pending)
~Bike/Walk Hike around Kentwood – June 4, 2013
These dates are posted on the website nickelsnews.weebly.com – put them on your calendar as well!  We need parent volunteers for all the events and field trips.

~Please feel free to contact us at:

adrian.sobesky@kentwoodps.org
lois.nickels@kentwoodps.org
616-698-2524 #23111 – Mrs. Nickels

616-698-2524 - #23112 – Mr. Sobesky

~nickelsnews.weebly.com is our 4th grade website with information and forms

Math website – thinkcentral.com – click on mathematics – Math in Focus 

 Fill in state, district, and school

User name – student ID#

Password – Fall2012

*Study Island is another website students may access from home.

studyisland.com – KPS( student #) – password is champ

They need to go to 4th grade – English/LA or Math Common Core
RAZ-Kids.com/login – We are using this site to increase our reading comprehension and stamina.  Students may use this site from home.

~Mrs. Nickels’ class username is:  lnickelsd and student number

~Mr. Sobesky’s class username is asobeskyb and student number

Typing Web.com – KPS(student number) – Password is champ
This is a great way to practice your typing skills.
Smencils are still $1!

