
Friday, February 1, 2013
~Thanks to Mr. Ramadan and Mr. Glover for chaperoning our field trip on Tuesday.

Food Drive ended today – thanks to all of those families who donated food items.  It is appreciated!
 WAX MUSEUM – Feb. 26 - A packet of information with the timeline was sent home last week.  Students will write their speeches beginning Monday, Feb. 4 – please make sure they have their information at school Monday.

The information will be posted on nickelsnews.weebly.com  website under 4th grade events.

Display boards are available at school – large ($3) and small ($2.50)
Mr. Sobesky’s Subjects: 
MATH:   We are at the end of our Multiplication and Division unit and started our test today. It seems that with few exceptions, our 4th graders need more time on these concepts. I will start sending home Math homework sheets of multiplication and division problems until further notice. Why? The students don't know their times tables very well. If you ask them what 8x7 is, or any other math fact, and don't get a lightning fast response, (that is correct), then they don't know their Multiplication facts. THEY NEED TO KNOW THEM !  So, practice, Practice, Practice. Your kids need to have them ALL memorized. It is a MUST, to continue successfully this year in their Math. So homework will reflect that goal of mine. I hope you can make that a goal at home for your children, too.
SCIENCE:   Students spent a few days beginning the Solar System unit without me, as I was sick at home last week. We are reviewing concepts they have learned so far and will continue to explore new things about the planets, and other objects of our Solar System. Please ask regularly, what we discussed in Science. We cover some fascinating things you might like to hear about. Ask away!

Mrs. Nickels’ Notes:
SPELLING – The February list is attached.  First test is Feb. 21 and final test is Feb. 28.
READING – WEEKLY READING CONTRACTS are due every Monday.   
 WEEKLY READING CONTRACT is attached. 
We are still working on comprehension skills.  We learned about synonyms and antonyms.
WRITING – We wrote a summary about Martin Luther King’s last march.  We are working on conference prezi presentations.
SOCIAL STUDIES – We will be studying economics for the rest of the year throughout our studies of the regions.  The Midwest region is the first region we will be studying in the U.S.
FIELD TRIPS AND SPECIAL FOURTH GRADE EVENTS
~Valentine’s Day party – Feb. 14 at 10:45 – parties are being planned by the room parents.
~Wax Museum – Feb. 26 (Challenger gym) –( 9:30-11 AM and 6:00-6:40 PM)
~Science Fair – May ? (pending)
~Bike/Walk Hike around Kentwood – June 4, 2013
These dates are posted on the website nickelsnews.weebly.com – put them on your calendar as well!  We need parent volunteers for all the events and field trips.

~Please feel free to contact us at:

adrian.sobesky@kentwoodps.org
lois.nickels@kentwoodps.org
616-698-2524 #23111 – Mrs. Nickels

616-698-2524 - #23112 – Mr. Sobesky

~nickelsnews.weebly.com is our 4th grade website with information and forms

Math website – thinkcentral.com – click on mathematics – Math in Focus 

 Fill in state, district, and school

User name – student ID#

Password – Fall2012

*Study Island is another website students may access from home.

studyisland.com – KPS( student #) – password is champ

They need to go to 4th grade – English/LA or Math Common Core
RAZ-Kids.com/login – We are using this site to increase our reading comprehension and stamina.  Students may use this site from home.

~Mrs. Nickels’ class username is:  lnickelsd and student number

~Mr. Sobesky’s class username is asobeskyb and student number

Typing Web.com – KPS(student number) – Password is champ
This is a great way to practice your typing skills.
Smencils are still $1!

Candy Sale on Friday, Feb. 8 – 25 cents and 50 cents.
