
Friday, September 14, 2012

Mr. Sobesky’s Snipets:

MATH NEWS:  Students spent the week writing the “expanded form” of numbers.  Ask them to show you what they know.  We began working on “Big-2” Math this week.  The students will get graded on each weeks’ Big 2 work.  Math homework will go home on Tuesday and Thursdays.
SCIENCE –  Thursday and Friday this week students spent time working on “The Scientific Process”.  This is a step-by-step procedure for investigating science principles and for doing experiments.  Ask them what we were working on.  (Just don’t ask during dinner).  It’s also not too early to think about going on the 5 Mile Hike on Friday, October 26, as a chaperone.  It’s an all day event, 9 AM until 5:45 PM at Gun Lake.  Put it on your calendar of you want to come.
Mrs. Nickels’ Notes:
SPELLING -  A list is attached – keep practicing at home.  First test will be Thursday, Sept. 20 – the final September test will be Sept. 27.  Both tests are the same (identical).  There will be 5 transfer words that we will learn about in class – they are words that transfer from the Nifty Thrifty Fifty Words.

READING – We are working on comprehension skills, building vocabulary and reading strategies.  Students will be bringing home reading homework – please help them with understanding what they are reading.

WEEKLY READING CONTRACT – was sent home on Monday.  Students should try to read everyday for 30 minutes or more.  Students need to keep track of their reading time and log what they read about on the paper.  Reading contracts are due every Monday.  This is for a grade.  A contract is attached to this newsletter.  Students need to turn in the contract with whatever minutes they have read each week.  I realize that some days and weeks are busy and you can’t read as much.

RAZ-Kids.com/login – We are using this site to increase our reading comprehension and stamina.  Students may use this site from home.

~Mrs. Nickels’ class username is:  lnickelsd and student number

~Mr. Sobesky’s class username is asobeskyb and student number

We are asking that students have their own ear buds or headphones to keep at school so they can listen to the story as well as read the story.  Mrs. Nickels has some ear buds at school – cost is $5 – students may bring their own and we will put them in baggies in the room.

WRITING – We wrote this week about the solar system, leaders, science investigation, and more!  We are trying to get students to think and write.  We are building writing stamina.
SOCIAL STUDIES – We discussed the regions of Michigan – Upper and Lower Peninsulas and what is different about the regions.  We will be reading and writing in social studies.

FIELD TRIPS AND SPECIAL FOURTH GRADE EVENTS:

~ArtPrize – Sept. 25th – 9:30-12:45 – Grand Rapids downtown –$3 for students -  note is attached  - will need sack lunches that day!
~5 mile hike – Oct. 26th  – Gun Lake area – 9 AM – 5:45 PM
~Lansing Capital/Historical Museum – Nov. 20 – all day

~Shark dissection – Dec. 4 (at Challenger)

~Outdoor Discovery Center – January ? (pending)
~Wax Museum – Feb. 26 (Challenger gym)

~Science Fair – May ? (pending)
~Bike/Walk Hike around Kentwood – June 4, 2013
These dates are posted on the website nickelsnews.weebly.com – put them on your calendar as well!  We need parent volunteers for all the events and field trips.

~Please feel free to contact us at:

adrian.sobesky@kentwoodps.org
lois.nickels@kentwoodps.org
616-698-2524 #23111 – Mrs. Nickels

616-698-2524 - #23112 – Mr. Sobesky

If you have a survey to fill out about your child please do that this weekend and return with your child.  Thanks!
Thanks for signing the planner each day!  We are trying to teach organization and responsibility!  Enjoy your weekend! (
